Spacious, good looking and economical?

Yes. But what’s with the steep price tag? We

drive the new Honda Jazz BIJOY KUMA

Does the Jazz look better in the flesh |
than in the pictures?

Make nomistake—the Jazzisa very
preportionate design thal looks oh-so |
state-of-the-art, despitethe factthat itis
almost three years old in world markets,
Thoughilcan bebroadly called a hatch-
back, the overall effect is that of “Honey,
I'shrunk an Innoval” The 'space-shell
module’ design would have made Jules

Verne proud.

Isthis a properfive-seater?
Yes,ilis. The Jazzis afive-seater, with

a third seat belt for the middle passen-
gerattherear. Butit helpsif the third pas-
sengerisnotapractising sumo wrestler.

Can we expecta funky interlor?

The Jazzinterioris spacious and ex-
tremely user friendly, The flexible Mag-
ic’ seatls can convert the interior to suit
vour hauling needs, It comes loaded with
goodies and has lots of storage space too,
Theluggageareaat the back may prompt
prospective buyers ta demand athird
row of seating— itis that spacious! The
dashhoard is alit of a tomplex design,

i

ngine. Can you play Jenson

butinstrumen-
tation is not asfuluristic as in the Civic,
And yes, youdo geta CD playerand not
justan AUX and USB input, asin the case
ofthe new City.

Whatwill the neighboursthink? isita
clever, cheaper alternative tothe
City? Or are we paying too much
money for just another hatchback?

TheJazzis awell thought out carthat
will be a pleasure to live with in theur-
ban environment. It can take the ocea-
gibnal highway blast inits stride too,
Thinkingbuyers who donol neetla prop-
arboat will appreciateit. In short, the
Jazz makes a brilliant second car to the
Aceord or the CR-V, while the Gity still
ritles as aone carsolution to many needs,
Béready witha nice defence to counter
yourneighbour, whowill laughiat you
for paying so much fora hatchback.

Soithas got a puny little 1,2-litre

Button with iton Sunday
momings?

Thelittle i VTEC engine may displace
only 1198cc for India (which puts it in
the lower excise slab), bul Honda engi-
neers have managed to squeeze out 89

bhpal 6200 rpm. So no need to WOITY,
itis still a fun-to-drive Honda. Sure,
itdoes not give the kicks the way VIEC
engines do'when vou downshift — a
healthy, greener compromise that resulfs
in 14-16 kpl!

Howisthe ride quality and handling

onIndlan roads?

The Jazzrideson 15-inch whesls and
relatively fat rubber that negates pot-
holes with ease. That said, rear seat ride
quality is not much towrite home about.
On the handling front, the Jazz is
difficult to fanlt, with a neutral attitude
evenatthreedigitspeeds. Good drivers
willappreciate the precise powersteer-
ing set-up.

Honda Jazz and Maruti Suzuki Ritz
both feature 1.2-litre englnes and
both come with airbags and ABS (the
ZXi version of the Ritz does). Sowhy

Why s itso, so, *&8# expensive?
Can'tindiansbuy a value-for-money
Honda ever?

The pricestarts at Re7.48 lakh ex-
showroom Mumbai. Blame the yen for
the pricetag, says Honda, On another
note, Honda is getting its small carready
to be launched soon dnd if the [azz was
pegged at the Rs6-7 lakh bracket, itwould
havebeen difficultto price the small car.
That said, if you look at the flair, space,
utility and econemy, the Jazz is a better
value proposition compared to, say, the
new City.

should | pay more for the Jazz?
Judging the Jazz by its engine
capacity alonewill belike judging
TheGodfutherby its black-and-
whilejacket. It is a bigger car than
the Rilz, and rides and drives like
one.Ifyourdrivingislimited (o the
aity, the Ritz does make sense but it
cannet be compared Lo the Honda
when it comes todriver involve-
ment. Bul wedounderstand and re-
spect the value the Ritz offers to
prospective huyers.

How safe isthe Jazz?
No Gompromise on safety here —all

models qonie with ABS and
dirbags and one canonly hope. "
thatathercarmakers don't wait
forlegislationtodothesame,
‘The cab-forward design
with acres of space he- §
tween the driverand the
nose of the car imparts
an additional sense of
safely too,




