Auto
ocus

S.MURALIDHAR

The Honda Civic has
all the makings of a
winner. Most buyers
in this segment
expect novelty value,
convenience features
and low maintenance
and running costs, all
of which the Civic
packages well.

For most Indians who are mute
witnesses to much worse, the
relatively thin traffic on the
four-lane highway between
Delhi and Jaipur is such a
breeze to negotiate that the 260
km separating the two citiescan
be quite an uneventful drive,

But when Honda organised a
test drive for a group of predice-
ably overenthusiastic motoring
journalists, the weather gods
decided to play along and what
may have been a humdrum
drive turned into a full blown
road test for the new car — the
Civie. After crawling throu%h
unruly city traffic, slowed by
rain well into the Delhi-Jaipur
highway, the Civic eagerly ate
up seme bit of wet, open tarmac
after crossing into the business
distriet of Gurgzon.

That was just before the real
test began. Despite the dreary
weather outside, the convoy of
slpnnking new Civics was set-
tling in. But just as we were ex-
pecting  to cheerfully  zip
throuﬁ: the sparscly populated
stretches of one of NHAIs
showpicees, rain-soaked reality
hit us. With water overrunning
a portion of the highway, we
were faced with a roadblock
thatthe highway police had pat
up. We were promptly redirect-
edintoaloop t;nt ];\_.'ould enable
us to rejoin the way at a
point farther away fl%m ze po-
tentially dam area.

The 20-cdd km detour
seemed to take an eternity to
complete and took us through
scme of the warst (not just in
contrast to the highway) kutcka
reads that would have been dif-
ficult to negotiate even ona sun-
ny day. And so it was:ghat we
had to drive on what seemed in
many places to be patches of
read in the midst of a sea of
potholes, rural lanes with fields
on eithersideand Acoded knee-
deep by the rain, speed-break-
ers that were actually mini walls
(yes, one of them did scrape the
Civic's bottom) ard even over a
section of the road that had
been washed away.

To the regular commuter and
traveller heading to Jaipur from
Delhi this would have been one
niggling stretch quickly forgot-
ten, but for us motoring journos
itwas a ‘slushfest’ that was also
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really testing the Civie's prow-

ess, It is possible that I:I';_{lwhmc

A taste AL
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and it is entirely possible that it

would meet with worse, but the

. bist part of the tortarows detour

was that this new Honda car
held fes broad chin up.
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bath the abjectives — exciting
design and extreme practicality.

D'ﬂhewr_tide.:hfciﬁ: pu-':-
fents 0 plensing countenance.
Winky-eyed and with the bun-
n}'vmﬁ-ﬂ'l.:d Honda ]ugv =tting
pretty on a curved bonnet grille,
the Civic seems to grin with
pride at #s onlockers. Large,
curvaccons, wrap-around seyle
headlamps st atop a sloping
forward, oversized bumpeér, A
sharply raked windscreen com-
liments the sinuaushy shaped
Eomtp:nﬂ.h]arge airdam in
the front bumper and the agro-
dynamically designed  outside
e view mirrors on stalks
atand cat in the Civic’s front

profile. ok
The Civic incorparstes the

same cab-forward design seyle -

of that is also the mademark of
the Honda City. How'ever, un-
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Ispropartionately desi ‘
the Civic's design is much more
_balanced and
with a rﬂhﬁv:? " honnet
sweeping up to form a wide arc
1o the back, the Civie design en-
sures a large passenges cabin ar-
ea, At the rear, the Civie ends
with a stubby, almast notehback
stybe hoot, A brosd whaistline
starts from the front bumper,
spreads over the bonnet, giving
the Civic its classy squar, mus-
cular looks and emds looping
aver the tail-lamps, giving the
impression of a buili-in rear
spailer,

Some of the likeable exterior
features include the chromses
tipped twin exhsust, the op-
pased front windscreen wipers
and the twin circular tail-lamp
dedign that makes the Civic's

seful. Sa,

The bewitching

rear look like a jer fighter at
night.

“SMAZTY INTCRLOR .
Sogthere isa lotof novelty tothe
Civic's exterior desipn making it
a car that is at least really ditfi-
cult tohate, if mtmrml’n]l
head aver heels in lave with. But
the car's interior is a whele lot
different in s abilicy to appeal
o both young and ald customs-
ers. Step into the Civic and the
roomy, alry [eeling surprises
you. With a lot of piass area,
thanks to the lazy upward slope
of the roaf and lang windaws,
theere will be ample wisibility for
the driver,

But even as you get into the
Civie, you are almese hypnat-
ically drawn to what Honda
calls the multiplex meter, The
dunl-layired EI,R].TJJﬂTﬁ'-IﬂI"

Honda Civic

log instrumenst panel iz ex-
tremely attractive and clearly
the eye-catching centrepieee of
the Civie’s mterior, Here apm
what Honda has achieved is
two-lald — the novelty of the
coel-blue backlit dual sereen in-
strument Layout and the practi-
cality of providing key datn at s

ance, The special cres-
cent-shaped  display  cappl
the regular instrument cluster
provides important data in a
digital read-our. 5o, without
takeing your eves off the raad for
o more than a split second, you
can get such key information as
the speed of the car, the fuel
level amd the engine temper-
arure,

Of course, the Aext most ar-
resting feature of the Civie's in-
tersor is  the  threes
steering wheel, The futanistic,

compact steering wheel incar-
porates matt-sibver inserts and
plastie mesh-style spokes to
give this Honda's insides a fur-
ther bocat, The only feanure that
miy be missed h&mnkinﬂrhm-
fry Indians will be easier access
o the horn. Steering is adjus-
tahle for tilt and reach.

Thae Civic's dashboard layout
15 near and gives the driver a
cocooned-feel, allowing easy
sccess (o the key contrals, The
dash and door panels alse share
a dual-rane codour themas, g
ing the interiors a roomier feel,
Consrols for the air-condition-
ing and In-dash slx-CD chang-
er-cumeaudio svstem share
symemetrical knob and switch
cambe. Overall, the Gt and fin-
ish quality could well become
the benchmark for the segment
and be the ey of even Accord

Shifting gears, F1 style
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has also launched the
vith an automatic
transmission v ariant, in
addition to the five-speed
manual gearbox. Here, too,
has shrewdly builtin a
considerable level of novelty
into this more expensive
automatic variant to make it
the most attractive option in its
class,

The Civic L8S AT
(zutemaric) features an
advanced five-speed aute
gearbox thar offers the regular
parking, neurral, reverse and
drive shift slots, But the most
interesting part of the package
is the inclusion of a sports
drive mode, which allows the

driver to mnnunl]_\' shift up or
down the five gear slots with
the her of a pair of paddles
ol right behind the
rwheel. Located
conveniently behind the
wheel, the paddle shifrers
(rightto ge up the slots and
left 1o come down) are casily
accessible to the driver (see
phota).

Automatic gearboxes with
sports m{!d{ and paddle shift
are currently only available in

inspiration for this feature
originally came from Formula
{One cars,

The paddle shift mechanism
not only adds novelty to the
Civie AT, but is also tuned to
offer an extremely engaging
drive for the user. Unlike other
friptronic type auto gearboxes
that have an override
mechanism to switch back into
full auto mede, the auto
gearbox in the Civie AT, while
in sports mode, will continue
to keep the gear slot chosen by
the driver even if the redline is
crmutd and the rev-limiter

The exact gear slot
urr Lntl} engaged
is displayed in the form of a
g|i3.{i!;1| read out as part afthe
instrument cluster,
In sports mode, the Civic AT

s

behaves exactly like a manual
and can really be fun to drive,
Both the single trim variants of
the manual and automatic
come fully loaded with safety
features such dual airbags,
anti-lock brakes, electronic
rake foree distribution, brake
assist, kevless entry,
immaobiliser and security
alarm.

Muost buyers looking foran
automatic are ready for a
compromise in the fukl
clficiency department and
with this kind of unigueness
and pra lity built in, the
Civie AT will be the car to buy
in the sub-Its 20 lakh scgment.
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owners. Some of the cool fea-
wres of the Civic interiors in-
clude the Z-shaped parking
lever set neatly along with the
ﬁa:mhi& levar in the compact

cor console. Other practical
tidbits are the centre console
box, the | glove compart-
ment, the height adjustable
driver seat, and the audio con-
trols in the rear armrest (very
thoughtful. considering that
most Indians who own this car
will be chauffeured). Another
feature that will be appreciated
by owners with chauffeurs is
$o full flar floor az the rear. In
thie ebsence of the chassis spine
runuing along the length of the
cars'micdle, the ficor attherear
is Hat allowing easier entry and
exit for rear passengers.

The only feature that we felt
could have been better is the
seatupholstery, Though seating
comfort is not compromised
much, the upholstery could
have been chosen to offer a
more premium feel. With the
Civic being currently offered
onlywith one trim level each in
the manual and sutomatic vari-
ants, alternatives sach as leath-
ar sents cannot be had as a
factory-fitted option.

MATCHING ENGINE

Honda has again  exercised
carefully considered discretion
in choosing the powerplant for
the [ndia-spec Civic, The 18-
lire, to-valve, SOHC engine
sports Honda's celebrated i-
VTEC rtechnology (an earlier
version is available in the City
VTEC). The engine delivers a
maximum power of 132 PS at
6,300 rpm and a peak torque of
17.5 kg-m at 4,300 rpm. The Civ-
ie's variable valve timing tech-
nology works to easure fuel
efficiency that should challe

the current segment bench-
mark, the Toyotz Corolla,
Though there is enough power,
the torque build up in the Civie
is a tad sluggish in the first cou-
ple of gears. Overall, the Civice's
1.8 litre is still a lot of fun and is
extremely rev-happy with the
redline set at a high 5,400 rpm.
Inthe manual transmission ver-
sion, the engine-gearbox combo
is possibly the most refined and
Juietest one can get.

The Civic is equipped with
McFherson strut suspension at
the front and dauable-wishhone
suspension in the rear, Suspen-
sion has been tuned o offer the
rear passengers one of the best
rides. While the package im-
proves the car’s stability and
control at high-speed, a bit of
increase in road feedback be-
comesinevitable dueto the high
profile 195X65 tyres, The 15-
inch alloy wheels and the high-
pro tvres. however. give the
Civic a better side profile than
the Corolla,

The Honda Civic has all the
makings of 2 winner in this key
car category. Most Indian
buyers in the D-segment expect
novelty value, convenience fea-
tures and low maintenance and
running costs, all of which the
Civic packages well, With pric-
inz amost ‘unlike a Honda'
when the value of the package is
consicered, the Civic should
preseut itself as the mostattrac-
tive option amongst currently
availadle cars in the Rs 11-14
lakh price bracket. o



